Chorioamnionitis and bacterial vaginosis.
An improved understanding of bacterial vaginosis and of clinical intraamniotic infection and histologic chorioamnionitis has produced data showing strong associations among these conditions. It has recently been shown that the microorganisms in both bacterial vaginosis and clinical intraamniotic infection are similar, of which anaerobes, Gardnerella vaginalis, and Mycoplasma hominis are the predominant organisms in both. Furthermore, in the amniotic fluid of women with intraamniotic infection, strong associations among anaerobes, G. vaginalis, and M. hominis have recently been observed. In two epidemiologic studies (one in a high-risk group of women in labor and another in a lower risk group of antepartum women), the presence of bacterial vaginosis has been associated with the development of intraamniotic infection. Additional recent studies have provided new evidence that histologic inflammation of the placental membranes is associated with both clinical intraamniotic infection and positive cultures of the placenta. Multiple logistic regression analysis has shown a relationship between isolation of organisms from the chorioamnion and bacterial vaginosis.